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5th Consecutive Regional Birth for 
Lake Braddock Theatre  

 

On Monday January 28, 2008, Lake Braddock participated in the 
14th Patriot District One-Act Play Festival.  It was the seventh 
time in the history of the festival, Lake Braddock has been its 
home.  This year, LBT presented Michael Marks and Mackenzie 
Westmoreland’s The Katrina Project: Hell and High Water. The 
production earned All-Star Cast honors for four actors. Seniors 
Katie Baukin, Debbie Crabbe, and Alison Stein and junior 
Austin Smith were designated as members of the Patriot District 
Directors 12-member All-Star Cast.  Debbie, Austin and 
sophomore Noelle Viñas were also named finalists for the 
Outstanding Performer of the festival.  Lake Braddock Theatre 
has won the Outstanding Performer Award seven times in the past 
fourteen years.  LBT’s production was ranked in a tie for second 
place with Hayfield’s production of Man Woman Flower.  In 
what has become a bit of a dubious tradition, LBT edged Hayfield 
in the tie-breaker categories to finish second in the district for the 
fifth time in the previous fourteen festivals - the most of any 
school.  Going back to 2004, LBT has finished 2nd in 6 of the last 
9 VHSL festivals in which it performed. The championship went 
to South County, its first.  The second place finish for LBT allows 
the company to advance to the Northern Region Festival for the 
8th time – the most of any school in Patriot District history.  This 
fifth consecutive trip to the Northern Region One-Act Play 
Festival occured Saturday, February 2, 2008 at Lake Braddock.  
LBT finished 8th at the regional festival which featured 
productions from Liberty, National and Concorde District 1st and 
2nd place schools Chantilly, Edison, Fairfax, Madison, South 
County, Stone Bridge, and Yorktown.   
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 Senior Threepeats as 
Shakespeare Champion 

 
 

On Wednesday, January 9th, English teachers selected this 
year’s Lake Braddock Shakespeare Champion.  The English-
Speaking Union (E-SU) sponsors an annual Shakespeare 
Competition open to students in grades 10, 11, and 12 in 
schools in the metro-area.  Students competing must enact a 
monologue of approximately 20 lines from one of 
Shakespeare's plays and recite from memory one of his 
sonnets.  Last year’s defending champion Stephanie Ramsey 
was chosen again as the new LB Shakespeare Champion.  
Sophomore Noelle Viñas, was selected as the alternate.  
Stephanie, who will appear as Ellison Montgomery in the 
upcoming Lake Braddock Theatre show The Island of Dr. 
Moreau, was selected from a field of three competitors.  
Stephanie, who won the inaugural LBMS Shakespeare 
Championship in 2004, has now won four LB Shakespeare 
Championships breaking the record of Class of ’02 Graduate 
Roya Zarrinahad.  On Monday, March 10, 2008, Stephanie 
will perform at the Metro-DC Championship at the Harman 
Theatre in Washington, DC.  Last two years, Stephanie finished 
in the top 10 of the Metro-DC competitors.        
 

Tickets for The Island of Dr. Moreau  
 

Tickets go on sale Monday, February 11 for this year’s Lake 
Braddock Theatre production – Troy Tradup’s adaptation of   
H. G. Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau.  It’s best to buy your 
tickets as soon as possible during the following times:  

 

Monday, February 11 – Lunch Shifts* + 2:30 pm – 5 pm 
Tuesday, February 12 – Lunch Shifts* + 2:30 pm – 5 pm 

Wednesday, February 13 – Lunch Shifts*  
Thursday, February 14 – Lunch Shifts*  
Friday, February 15 – Lunch Shifts* 

 

*  LUNCH SHIFTS ARE 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM DAILY.  TICKETS ARE SOLD IN 
THE CAFETERIA 

 

It is important to know that all efforts will be made to satisfy specific 
seat requests made on the reservation line or by email, but the best way 
to insure you receive the tickets you want is to pick them up in person.  
All seats are $9 presale.  AFTER FRIDAY’S LUNCH SHIFTS: ALL SEATS 
WILL BE $10  No credit cards accepted.  Below are the performance dates 
and times: 
 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 7:30 pm 
Friday, February 15, 2008 8:00 pm 

Saturday, February 16, 2008 2:30 & 7:30 pm 



Bruins Travel to Radford  
 

On Friday, January 18, 2008, the Lake Braddock International 
Thespian Society traveled back to where it all began – Radford 
University. Back in March of 1991, when Lake Braddock 
Theatre International Thespian Society Troupe # 4807 was a 
mere two months old, four students (Jon Cohn (’91), Cari Daly 
(’91), Lem Huntington (’92) and Brian Loevner (’91) ) and 
Mr. Mirabal traveled in the Mirasaab down to the deepest 
reaches of southwest VA to attend the State Thespian Festival 
and began the relationship Lake Braddock Theatre has enjoyed 
with Thespian Festivals in West Virginia, Indiana, North 
Carolina, Nebraska and various other locations in Virginia.  
Lake Braddock Theatre attended International Festivals from 
1991 – 2007 and State Festivals in the years 1991 – 2002.  The 
break in the State festivals began when the dates began to 
conflict with the new All-School musical that began in 2003.  
This year, 10 members of Lake Braddock Theatre’s troupe 
traveled in two vans to participate in Lake Braddock Theatre’s 
first State Festival in six years.  At the festival the students 
performed Jon Rand’s Hard Candy in the same theatre building 
where Lake Braddock Theatre performed Certain Inalienable 
Rights back in 2002.  Directed by Lake Braddock World Studies 
teacher Jennifer Ketterer (and music director for Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland and Looking-Glass Land and 
Lunch), the show brought a great response from the 
conference’s audience.  The performance was also attended by 
Lake Braddock Theatre graduates currently attending Virginia 
Tech and Radford.  
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Oh my god.  I’m actually sitting down to type up my Senioritis…I think 
Mirabal best mirrored my sentiments towards starting this awhile ago 
during “table work” for Katrina when he told Cat and me “You just 
shouldn’t be seniors!  You’re still too young!” And that is exactly how I 
feel.  I feel like I haven’t had nearly enough time with all of you (even 
though I shout otherwise on a regular basis…it happens…deal with it).I 
don’t want this to become one of those Senioritises (is that the plural 
form?) that we all hate and tell you what you’ve done wrong in the past 
four years that I’ve been here…’cause I’ve done it too.  And I won’t 
clutter this with a million inside jokes that Mirabal is just going to censor 
anyway.  I will, however, just ask a few things of you all who are “up 
and coming” in hopes that you won’t make some of the mistakes. 
 
1)  GET INVOLVED!  ASAP!  I didn’t start going to tech days until 

the middle/end of my freshman year and I regret it terribly.  Go to 
Denny’s whenever possible.  Go to the cast parties, no matter how 
tired you think you are.  It’s never fun to feel like you’ve missed out 
on a single second with any of the amazing people that are in this 
department.  But it’s even worse when you sit in the booth, 
pretending to be productive, while you write what will become your 
Seniorits, wishing you’d done more early on, and feeling like you 
just aren’t ready to be done yet. 

2) DON’T WORRY SO MUCH ABOUT WHAT THE OLDER 
PEOPLE THINK!  Early on in my LBT days, I worried so much 
about what the upper classmen thought about me and I over thought 
every little thing I said and really worried about the dumbest things, 
‘cause I really thought that they hated me/were bound to hate me 
because I was younger.  The sooner you realize that when it comes 
down to it, people really don’t care that much, the sooner you’ll 
start having SO much more fun.  I spend my time in LBT relishing 
the fact that I can be the biggest idiot ever and not have to worry 
about being judged, ‘cause I know that the rest of you are even 
bigger losers than me sometimes.  That’s just how you are.  You 
should be able to let your hair down around your family, right?  
And this is a family.  One big, messed up, loving family.  So what if 
you say something dumb?  I guarantee you that we’ve all said 
something dumber at one point or another.  So what if you tripped 
on the stairs?  Jessie trips all the time (harhar). 

3) STOP BEING AFRAID OF MIRABAL!  I don’t care what you’ve 
seen him do.  I don’t care how much he yells.  I don’t care how 
scary looking he is when he’s focusing intensely on something (like 
a crossword puzzle).  Mirabal isn’t scary.  He’s a perfectionist, yes, 
which comes across as being a butthead sometimes…but in the end, 
don’t things always look good?  YES.  Why?  Because he’s 
brilliant.  I can honestly say that Mirabal is one of the chillest 
people I’ve ever had the pleasure of working with and he’s one of 
the coolest adults I know.  So stop it.  You’ll get a lot more work 
done and the department will be better as a whole if you don’t let 
him intimidate you just because he’s the teacher/director. 

 

So that’s it.  That’s all you need to know.  I wish I had something more 
poignant to say.  I wish I could better put into words what LBT has been 
to me.  But I think you know.  I live for this department.  LBT has been 
the most stable relationship in my life for the past four years (jeeze, how 
sad is that?) and I could not have asked for a more loving and more 
exciting relationship.  I know that when my class leaves and hands 
everything over to the rest of you guys…everything will be ok, because 
you guys are just as insane as we are.  To my seniors:  WOW.  We did it.  
Thank you for putting up with me and loving me despite my many flaws.  
I love every one of you with every piece of my soul.  Oh..and don’t say 
“aw” when you read this…or I’ll punch you in the face…(except Katie, 
of course..I’d never punch her.) 
 

����������������������������������������������������������������� �������
��
����
��
����
��
����
��
	���� !!" 	���� !!"	���� !!"	���� !!"� ���
�������#$�%����
�&�

 
 
 
 

 
 

THEATRE ARTS I  
Sarah Cruz, Hisham El Mawan, Casey Lardner, C. J. 

Tragakis, Nikki Stelly  
 

THEATRE ARTS II  
Rachel Newby, Erikka Robinson, Noelle Viñas 

 

THEATRE ARTS III  
Hanane Abdallah, Leslie Berkowitz, Taylor Gaines, 
Catherine Hicks, William Noguchi, Austin Smith, 

Alexis Szkalak 
 

THEATRE ARTS IV  
Katie Baukin, Debbie Crabbe, Justin Gaudian, Rebecca Jones, 

Stephanie Ramsey, Allison Stein, Matt Tiemann 
 

TECHNICAL THEATRE I  
Alisa Akers, Stephen Jennings, Laurel Keller, Jessica 

Maffey, Ryan Matt, William Noguchi, Andrew Rothwell, 
Raychel Trump 

 

Bold – Highest grade in the class 
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